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ABSTRACT

A survey was made of 63 percent of the resident landowners in the three areas
proposed by the Dumaresq Shire Council for future two and five hectare
developments. Information collected from each of the residents covered such topics
as collection and storage of rainweter, use of water within the house, religbility of farm
dams, locdlity and use of groundwater resources, use of reticulated water where
available and willingness-to-pay for areticulated supply.

The collated datawere used to design astrategy for subdivision based upon hydrologic
parameters such as use and availability of water resources, The present use of water
was used to indicate the household' s requirements hence the needs of a community
based on the same life style.

Domedtic use of water varied from 165 litres per person per day for households
dependent totaly on rainwater to 565 litres per person per day for dwellingsreticulated
from the Armidale supply.

Farmdamswereunreliablein 88 percent of the properties surveyed while groundwater
resources were expensive to exploit. Any strategy based upon areliable water supply
would have to congder:

(i) Provison of areticulated water supply to each property in the subdivison:

(i) Regulations enforcing minimum roof catchment aress and Sorage
requirements based upon the local rainfal regime.

The provison of ardiable water supply isalegitimate planning criteriafor subdivison
of rurd holdings into two and five hectare portions. It must be consdered in
conjunction withthe provision of other essentia services such asroads, eectricity and
telephone.
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